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VERNON CITY COMMISSION
REGULAR MEETING
JULY 25, 2023

Mayor Pam Gosline called the Regular Meeting of the Vernon City Commission to order at 6:30 p.m. on 	July 25, 2023 at City Hall, and a quorum was declared present.

	Mayor: Pam Gosline

Commissioners:  Early Williams, Jim Parmer, Don Aydelott, Dustin Fraticelli 

Staff Present:  City Attorney Sage Seal, City Manager Darell Kennon, Police Chief Wayne Hodges, Public Works Director Chase Craighead, Fire Chief Chris Cook, Finance Director Deanna Boatenhamer, Tourism Director Amanda Lehman, Community Development Director Monica Wilkinson and City Secretary Marsha Jo Stone

Others:   Vernon Fire Department – Hagen Pierce and Jarrod Ritchie, Rachel Lira, Alexandra Cox, Curtistine Dickerson, Bill Humphrey - Vernon Record 

1.	Call To Order
	A.  Declaration of Quorum – Mayor Gosline declared a quorum
B.  Invocation – Commissioner Williams led the group in the Invocation 
C.  Pledge of Allegiance – Alexadra Cox led the group in the pledge to the United States Flag
     and the Texas Flag

2.	Consent Agenda:
A.  Approval of the Minutes of the Regular Meeting held on Tuesday, June 27, 2023 
B. Approval of the Finance Investment Report, Vouchers, Payroll and Benefit Expense for June 1, 2023 to June 30, 2023
C.  Approval of other Department Reports

Commissioner Williams made the motion to approve the consent agenda 

Commissioner Parmer seconded the motion, which passed with a unanimous vote.

3.	Public Comment – Curtistine Dickerson – expressed concerns about people walking aimlessly all around town during the day and night.  She stated Vernon has a vagrancy problem and would like to see something done.

4.	Recognition:	Vernon Fire Department
	Mayor Gosline recognized two employees with the Fire Department EMS – Hagen Pierce and Jerrod Ritchie and Firefighter Cason Cook for their recent EMS call for a resident attacked by bees.  Mayor Gosline advised they went above and beyond to help him and thanked them for their service to the citizens of Vernon. 

5.	Proclamation - Mayor Gosline proclaimed July 30, 2023 as Texoma Alliance to Stop Abuse Day and recognized Rachel Lira for her service to Texoma Alliance to Stop Abuse

6.	Discuss, Consider and Take Possible Action on a request from the Main Street Committee to close Olive Street from Main Street to Deaf Smith Street and Fannin Street from Texas Street to Olive Street on August 10, 2023 from 5:00 pm to 10:00 pm for the Orbison Main Street Car Show

	Commissioner Fraticelli made the motion to grant the request from the Main Street Committee to close Olive Street from Main Street to Deaf Smith Street and Fannin Street from Texas Street to Olive Street on August 10, 2023 from 5:00 pm to 10:00 pm for the Orbison Main Street Car Show

	Commissioner Aydelott seconded the motion, which passed with a unanimous vote

7.	Discuss, Consider and Take Possible Action on a request from Vernon Street Machine and Classics Association about Summers last Blast activities and closing of various streets during the event

	Commissioner Aydelott made the motion to approve the request from Vernon Street Machine and Classics Association concerning Summers Last Blast activities and closing of various streets during the event on August 11-12, 2023.

	Commissioner Fraticelli seconded the motion, which passed with a unanimous vote.

8.	Discuss, Consider and Take Possible Action on a request from Jay Young to approve two concerts at the Rusty Spur during Summers Last Blast

	Commissioner Williams made the motion to approve the request from Jay Young to approve two concerts at the Rusty Spur during Summers Last Blast on August 11 and August 12 to end at 11:45 pm each night.

	Commissioner Parmer seconded the motion, which passed with a majority vote.  Williams – Yes, Parmer – Yes, Gosline – Yes, Aydelott – Abstain (recused), Fraticelli – Yes

9.	Discuss, Consider and Take Possible Action on a request to name the two unnamed streets within Orbison Park

	Terry and Melinda Steele sent a request to the City of Vernon to consider naming the streets within Orbison Park as an additional tribute to Roy Orbison and to enhance the persona of the park.  The request also stated this would also serve in a positive way in case of an emergency to identify the location in Orbison Park when help is needed.

	Commissioner agreed to table any action until the Special Meeting on August 8, 2023.  The Commission agreed to name one street “Pretty Woman” and take a Facebook poll to let the citizens of Vernon choose a Roy Orbison song for naming the second street.

10.	Discuss, Consider and Take Possible Action on updating the Wright Pavilion Rental Policy

	City Manager Kennon advised two changes needed to be made to the Wright Pavilion Rental Policy as follows:  #9. No rice, wheat or confetti is allowed, #10. No showing of movies that contain explicit language or nudity, especially movies that obtain or exceed an “R” rating.  

	Commissioners also advised sparklers and fireworks needed to be added as not allowed.

	Commissioner Fraticelli made the motion to approve the undated to the Wright Pavilion Rental Policy as revised on 06-26-2023 with the addition of sparklers and fireworks are prohibited.

	Commissioner Williams seconded the motion, which passed with a unanimous vote.

11.	Discuss, Consider and Take Possible Action on Sale of Tax Properties by Texas Communities Group: Parcel 6283001, 2029 Lamar to Keith McPhail for $1,025.00; Parcel 3226001, 3617 Marshall to Keith McPhail for $1,202.00; Parcel 2788001, 2930 Mesquite to Yolanda A. Garcia for $3,000.00

	Commissioner Fraticelli made the motion to approve the sale of Tax Properties by Texas Communities Group: Parcel 6283001, 2029 Lamar to Keith McPhail for $1,025.00; Parcel 3226001, 3617 Marshall to Keith McPhail for $1,202.00; Parcel 2788001, 2930 Mesquite to Yolanda A. Garcia for $3,000.00

	Commissioner Parmer seconded the motion, which passed with a unanimous vote

12.	Public Hearing – Special Exemption Request- Lakeview Church

	Commissioner Fraticelli made the motion to enter into the Public Hearing at 7:05 pm

	Commissioner Williams seconded the motion, which passed with a unanimous vote

	Community Development Director Wilkinson explained that Lakeview Church of Vernon is requesting to build a church in R-1 residential.  According to the zoning ordinance, churches are only allowed in R-1 after public hearings at the Planning and Zoning Commission and the City Commission meetings and approval by the City Commission.  Wilkinson advised the Planning and Zoning Commission approved the special exemption request by Lakeview Church of Vernon.

	Mark Gentry – Executive Pastor of Lakeview Church in Iowa Park spoke stating that their church has been in Iowa Park for 38 years.  Since VISD bought the sister church at the corner of Yamparika and Stadium for land for the new elementary school, they decided to replant a church in Vernon instead of revitalizing an old location.  Lakeview Church of Vernon is now meeting with Pastor Daniel Robertson at the Wilbarger Auditorium.  They are excited about the possibility of constructing a new church in Vernon. 

	Commissioner Fraticelli made the motion to Exit the Public Hearing at 7:11 pm

	Commissioner Aydelott seconded the motion, which passed with a unanimous vote

13.	Discuss, Consider and Take Possible Action on Ordinance Number 1800 for a Special Exemption Request to build a church in R-1 Residential on a 12.23 acre tract west of the intersection of Stadium Drive and Yamparika – Lakeview Church

	Commissioner Aydelott made the motion to approve Ordinance Number 1800 for a Special Exemption Request to build a church in R-1 Residential on a 12.23 acre tract west of the intersection of Stadium Drive and Yamparika – Lakeview Church

Commissioner Fraticelli seconded the motion, which passed with a majority vote – Williams – abstain (recused), Parmer – Yes, Gosline – Yes, Aydelott – Yes, Fraticelli – Yes


14.	Executive Session
Pursuant to Texas Government Code Chapter § 551.071 – Consult with Council’s Attorney to seek or receive legal advice concerning pending or contemplated litigation 

Commissioner Williams made the motion to enter into Executive Session at 7:14 pm

Commissioner Aydelott seconded the motion, which passed with a unanimous vote

	Exit
	Commissioner Fraticelli made the motion to Exit Executive Session at 8:11 pm

	Commissioner Aydelott seconded the motion, which passed with a unanimous vote

15.	Discuss, Consider and Take Possible Action on the filing of an insurance claim against Waste Connections

	No Action Taken 

16.	Budget Work Session

	The remainder of the meeting was spent working on the 2023-24 Budget

17.	Adjourn

	Commissioner Aydelott made the motion to adjourn the Regular Meeting at 10:20 pm

	Commissioner Williams seconded the motion, which passed with a unanimous vote


	


	

								__________________________________
								Pamela Gosline, Mayor
ATTEST:

______________________________
Marsha Jo Stone, TRMC
City Secretary
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