Digital Recording on file
VERNON CITY COMMISSION
SPECIAL MEETING
SEPTEMBER 5, 2023

Mayor Pam Gosline called the Special Meeting of the Vernon City Commission to order at 6:30 p.m. on 	August 8, 2023 at City Hall, and a quorum was declared present.

	Mayor: Pam Gosline

Commissioners: Early Williams, Jim Parmer, Dustin Fraticelli, (Don Aydelott – absent)

1.	Call To Order
	A.  Declaration of Quorum – Mayor Gosline declared a quorum
	B.  Invocation – Commissioner Williams led the group in the Invocation
C.  Pledge of Allegiance – Mayor Gosline led the group in the pledge to the United States Flag
     and the Texas Flag

2.	Public Hearing – 2023-2024 City of Vernon Budget

	Mayor Gosline opened the Public Hearing at 6:32 pm

	No Comment

	Mayor Gosline closed the Public Hearing at 6:32 pm

· Commissioner Aydelott entered the meeting at 6:41 pm

3.	Discuss, Consider and Take Possible Action on Ordinance Number 1802 adopting the City of Vernon 2023-2024 Annual Budget

Commissioner Williams made the motion to approve the City of Vernon 2023-2024 Annual Budget as filed with the City Secretary this day, September 5, 2023

Commissioner Aydelott seconded the motion

Roll Call Vote: Williams – Yes, Parmer – Yes, Gosline – Yes, Aydelott – Yes, Fraticelli – Yes

Motion Passed

4.	Public Hearing – 2023 Ad Valorem Tax Rate

	Mayor Gosline opened the Public Hearing at 6:44 pm

	No Comment

	Mayor Gosline closed the Public Hearing at 6:45 pm



5.	Discuss, Consider and Take Possible Action on the approval of Ordinance Number 1803 Adopting the City of Vernon 2023-2024 Maintenance and Operations Tax Rate and Interest and Sinking Tax Rate

	Commissioner Fraticelli made the motion that the property tax rate be increased by the adoption of a tax rate of 0.52000, which is effectively a 8.95 percent increase in the tax rate

	Commissioner Aydelott seconded the motion

	Roll Call Vote: Williams – Yes, Parmer – Yes, Gosline – Yes, Aydelott – Yes, Fraticelli – Yes

	Motion Passed

6.	Discuss, Consider and Take Possible Action on the reappointment of two board members to the Vernon Housing Authority Board of Directors

	Mayor Gosline requested the agenda item be tabled until the next Regular Meeting on September 26, 2023

7.	Hear a report from the Wilbarger County Appraisal District on the Tyson Abatement

	Wilbarger County Appraisal District, Chief Appraiser Sandy Burkett gave a detailed time line report on the abatement contract discussion between City Manager Darell Kennon, City Attorney Matt Wade, and Chief Appraiser Burkett concerning Tyson Refrigerated Processed Meats, Inc.

	Chief Appraiser Burkett also presented an Opinion Letter from Attorney Peter Low of Low Swinney Evans & James, PLLC regarding Tyson abatement (as applied to eligible property) to the Commission.  A copy of the letter is included with the minutes.  

Burkett advised the CAD properly applied the abatement contract to the subject property.

8.	Executive Session
Pursuant to Texas Government Code Chapter 551.071 – Consult with Council’s Attorney to seek or receive legal advice

	Enter Executive Session:

Commissioner Fraticelli made the motion to enter into Executive Session at 7:14 pm

Commissioner Aydelott seconded the motion, which passed with a unanimous vote

Exit Executive Session:

Commissioner Williams made the motion to exit Executive Session at 7:37 pm

Commissioner Aydelott seconded the motion, which passed with a unanimous vote

9.	Discuss, Consider and Take Possible Action on the filing of an insurance claim against Waste Connections

	No Action Taken	

10.	Adjourn

	Commissioner Williams made the motion to adjourn the Special Meeting at 7:38 pm

	Commissioner Fraticelli seconded the motion, which passed with a unanimous vote




__________________________________
								Pamela Gosline, Mayor
ATTEST:

______________________________
Marsha Jo Stone, TRMC
City Secretary	
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