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VERNON CITY COMMISSION
REGULAR MEETING
           AUGUST 26, 2025

Mayor Pam Gosline called the Regular Meeting of the Vernon City Commission to order at 5:30 p.m. on 	August 26, 2025 at City Hall, and a quorum was declared present.

	Mayor: Pam Gosline

Commissioners:  Michael Burnett, Don Aydelott, Jason Goodrum (Kimberly Buesing – Absent)

Staff Present: City Manager Darell Kennon, City Attorney Sage Seal, Police Chief Dan Birbeck, Public Works Director Chase Craighead, Fire Chief Chris Cook, Community Development Director Monica Wilkinson, Finance Director Madala Rodriguez, and City Secretary Marsha Jo Stone

Others: Jan Bonner, Rick Hardcastle, Terry Nava, Dustin Fraticelli, Charles McArther, Kris Sheffield, Jackie Hopson, Pam Hughes Pak – Atmos Energy

1.	Call To Order
	A.  Declaration of Quorum – Mayor Gosline declared a quorum
B.  Invocation – Commissioner Burnett led the group in the Invocation 
C.  Pledge of Allegiance – Mayor Gosline led the group in the pledge to the United States Flag and the Texas Flag

2.	Consent Agenda:
A.  Approval of the Minutes of the Regular Meeting held on Tuesday, July 22, 2025, Special Meeting held on Tuesday, July 29, 2025, Special Meeting held on Wednesday, August 6, 2025  
B. Approval of the Finance Investment Report, Vouchers, Payroll and Benefit Expense for July 1, 2025 to July 31, 2025
C.  Approval of other Department Reports – Municipal Court, Police, Fire, Well Field Reports, Code, Permits, Shop
D. Approval of Board minutes – Planning and Zoning, Main Street, Tourism, BDC

Commissioner Aydelott the motion to approve the consent agenda as presented

Commissioner Burnett seconded the motion, which passed with a unanimous vote.

Mayor Gosline thanked the public for getting permits this month.  Gosline requested citizens do better by keeping yards mowed and weeds removed.  

3.	Proclamation – Constitution Week

	Mayor Gosline advised the representatives were unable to attend and the proclamation would be presented at a later date.
	
Mayor Gosline congratulated Community Development Director Monica Wilkinson on the recent grant received for the Farmer’s Market in the amount of $1,000 from Capital Farm Credit.  She advised only nine cities in the state of Texas received the grant.

4.	Public Comment 

	Charles McArther advised D.L. Green Park was in need of playground equipment

Kris Sheffield – 2403 Crescent Drive advised Bismark is a very busy street and safety concern.  There is a yield sign on Crescent at the intersection of Bismark but drivers do not always yield.  Traffic is going over the posted speed limit on Bismark.  He would like this issue to be addressed.

5.	Discuss, Consider and Take Possible Action on approving Resolution Number 1121 as a settlement with Atmos Energy on a rate case field by Atmos

	Pam Hughes Pak – Atmos Manager of Public Affairs presented the statistics from Atmos Energy on capital expenditures, miles of pipeline and donations benefiting Wilbarger County in 2024.  She also reported on the Rate Review Mechanism filing requesting a rate increase.  Rates presented by Pak were different than the rates sent to the Commission.	City Attorney Sage Seal advised the rates needed to be corrected before the Resolution could be approved.

Commission Aydelott made the motion to table Resolution Number 1121 until the next meeting.	

	Commissioner Burnett seconded the motion, which passed with a unanimous vote

6.	Discuss, Consider and Take Possible Action on the road closures at the intersections of Main and Pease, Pease and Fannin, Texas and Cumberland, Mesquite and Pease and Wilbarger and Cumberland for Bacon City USA

	Commissioner Goodrum made the motion to grant the closure at the intersections of Main and Pease, Pease and Fannin, Texas and Cumberland, Mesquite and Pease and Wilbarger and Cumberland for Bacon City USA event from 10:00 pm on Friday, October 17 to 10:30 pm on Saturday, October 18, 2025

	Commissioner Aydelott seconded the motion, which passed with a unanimous vote

7.	Discuss, Consider and Take Possible Action on approving the 2024-2025 Amended Annual Budget for the Vernon Business Development Corporation

	Terry Nava – Vernon Business Development Vice-President presented the amended budget for 2024-2025

	Commissioner Aydelott made the motion to approve the Vernon Business Development Corporation Amended Annual Budget for 2024-2025 as presented

	Commissioner Goodrum seconded the motion, which passed with a unanimous vote.

8.	Discuss, Consider and Take Possible Action on approving the 2025-2026 Annual Budget for the Vernon Business Development Corporation

[bookmark: _Hlk207182611]	Terry Nava – BDC Vice-President presented the 2025-2026 Annual Budget.  Rick Hardcastle – BDC Consultant, Jan Bonner – Administrative Assistant and Dustin Fraticelli – BDC Board member answered questions from the Commission.

	Commissioner Burnett made the motion to approve the Vernon Business Development Corporations Annual Budget for 2025-2026 as presented.

	Commissioner Aydelott seconded the motion, which passed with a unanimous vote.

9.	Discuss, Consider and Take Possible Action on Resolution Number 1122 amending By-laws for the Business Development Corporation (BDC) of Vernon, Texas

	Terry Nava – BDC Vice-President presented the amended by-laws for the BDC.

	Commissioner Goodrum made the motion to approve Resolution Number 1122 amending the Business Development Corporation of Vernon, Texas By-Laws as presented.

	Commissioner Aydelott seconded the motion, which passed with a unanimous vote.
	
10.	Discuss, Consider and Take Possible Action on appointing three board members to the Business Development Corporation (BDC) of Vernon, Texas

	City Manager Kennon advised the Business Development Corporation has a five-member board that serves a three-year term with a maximum of two terms.  Current board members Daniel Walker, Terry Nava and Dustin Fraticelli are eligible and willing to serve another three-year term.  The Commission needs to appoint all three positions.  

Nominations submitted were Terry Nava, Daniel Walker, Charles Shiplet, Pam Gosline and Dustin Fraticelli

	Secretary Stone passed ballots to Commissioners Burnett, Aydelott and Goodrum.  Mayor Gosline was unable to vote because she nominated.

	Ballots:
Commissioner Burnett – Pam Gosline, Charles Shiplet, Terry Nava
	Commissioner Aydelott – Daniel Walker, Charles Shiplet, Pam Gosline
	Commissioner Goodrum – Pam Gosline, Terry Nava, Charles Shiplet
	
Secretary Stone read the votes:  Gosline – 3, Shiplet – 3, Nava – 2, Walker – 1

Commissioner Goodrum made the motion to appoint Pam Gosline, Charles Shiplet and Terry Nava to a three-year term on the board of the Business Development Corporation of Vernon, Texas

	Commissioner Burnett seconded the motion, which passed with a unanimous vote

11.	Discuss, Consider and Take Possible Action on a request to close some streets and adjust traffic flow at Orbison Park for Southwest Rural Electric (SWRE) Annual meeting

	Commissioner Aydelott made the motion to approve the adjustment of traffic flow on Oh Pretty Worman Lane and Orbison Park Street on the south side of the soccer field, plus close Only the Lonely Lane on October 7, 2025 from 2:00 pm to 7:00 pm for the SWRE Annual meeting

	Commissioner Burnett seconded the motion, which passed with a unanimous vote

12.	Discuss, Consider and Take Possible Action on the appointment of two Board Members to the Vernon Housing Authority Board of Directors

	City Manager Kennon advised the board of directors consist of five members who serve two-year terms.  One board member is required to be a resident.  Two of the current board members will expire at the end of September 2025.  Two members would like to be re-appointed – Jennifer Baldwin – resident and Phil McCuistion.

	Commissioner Goodrum made the motion to re-appoint Jennifer Baldwin and Phil McCuistion for a two-year term to the Vernon Housing Authority Board of Directors

	Commissioner Aydelott seconded the motion, which passed with a unanimous vote

[bookmark: _Hlk207195177]13.	Public Hearing – Specific Use Permit at 2403 Crescent

	Commissioner Aydelott made the motion to enter into Public Hearing at 6:21 pm

	Commissioner Burnett seconded the motion, which passed with a unanimous vote

	Kris Sheffield addressed the Commission concerning his request for a front yard carport

	Community Development Director Wilkinson advised the Planning and Zoning Commission met and unanimously approved the permit

	Commissioner Aydelott made the motion to exit Public Hearing at 6:23 pm

	Commissioner Burnett seconded the motion, which passed with a unanimous vote

14.	Discuss, Consider and Take Possible Action on approval of Ordinance Number 1838 Specific Use Permit carport at 2403 Crescent

Commissioner Burnett made the motion to approve Ordinance Number 1838 Specific Use Permit to allow a front yard carport at 2403 Crescent Drive

Commissioner Aydelott recused himself due to being related to Kris Sheffield

Commissioner Goodrum seconded the motion, which passed with a majority vote:  Burnett – Yes, Gosline – Yes, Aydelott – Abstain, Goodrum - Yes

15.	Public Hearing – Specific Use Permit at 2907 Sunset Circle

	Commissioner Aydelott made the motion to enter into Public Hearing at 6:25 pm

	Commissioner Burnett seconded the motion, which passed with a unanimous vote

	Community Development Director Wilkinson advised the Planning and Zoning Commission met and unanimously approved the permit

	No public comment

	Commissioner Aydelott made the motion to exit Public Hearing at 6:27 pm

	Commissioner Burnett seconded the motion, which passed with a unanimous vote

16.	Discuss, Consider and Take Possible Action on Ordinance Number 1839 Specific Use Permit carport at 2907 Sunset Circle

Commissioner Aydelott made the motion to approve Ordinance Number 1839 for a Specific Use Permit to allow a front yard carport at 2907 Sunset Circle

Commissioner Goodrum seconded the motion, which passed with a unanimous vote

17.	Discuss, Consider and Take Possible Action on Ordinance Number 1840 protecting and regulating the use of the City of Vernon logo, slogans, motto and seal

	Mayor Gosline removed the agenda item

18.	Discuss, Consider and Take Possible Action on an extension to the City Manager’s contract

	Previously in Executive Session the City Commission discussed extending the contract for current City Manager, Darell Kennon for three years

	Commissioner Aydelott made the motion to amend the City Manager’s contract by extending it to May 1, 2029

	Commissioner Burnett seconded the motion.

	Public Comment: Jackie Hopson – 3319 Pease Street addressed the Commission. He advised he and Darell have a unique relationship; they go back and forth in the hopes of making the city a better place.  He urged the commission to extend the contract.  He stated Darell has spent a lot of time learning the limits of his authority, the authority of the city and the authority of the people.  Hopson also advised finding another City Manager would only make us start over.  He stated to continue with Darell well into the future as our City Manager creates stability and allows us to build on the progress we have made.
The motion passed with a unanimous vote
	

19.	Adjourn

	Commissioner Burnett made the motion to adjourn the meeting at 6:30 pm

	Commissioner Goodrum seconded the motion, which passed with a unanimous vote





								__________________________________
								Pamela Gosline, Mayor
ATTEST:

______________________________
Marsha Jo Stone, TRMC
City Secretary
Regular Meeting 08/26/2025
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